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Cryptosporidium
Test Code: C65008

Clinical and Procedure
Clinical Utility
This assay is only available as part of a panel and cannot be ordered individually.

The Cryptosporidium parasite causes disease in humans through ingestion of infectious oocysts in contaminated water or food, and by
direct contact with fecal material from individuals or animals actively shedding oocysts. 1,2 Two species of Cryptosporidium cause
disease in humans, Cryptosporidium hominis and Cryptosporidium parvum . C. hominis is more prevalent in the US, South America,
Australia, and Africa, while C. parvum accounts for most cases in Europe. Along with Giardia, Cryptosporidium is the most common
parasitic cause of diarrheal illness in the US and other developed nations. 3 In 2010, the incidence of Cryptosporidium in the US was
5.1 per 100,000. 4 The main symptom of Cryptosporidium infection is voluminous diarrhea lasting one to 14 days, often accompanied
by abdominal cramps, fatigue, vomiting, fever, and malaise. Immunocompromised individuals can develop severe cases of C. parvum
infection with profuse, cholera-like diarrhea. 2
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Procedure

Disclaimer
Specimens are approved for testing in New York only when indicated in the Specimen Information field above.

The CPT codes provided are based on Viracor Eurofins' interpretation of the American Medical Association's Current Procedural
Terminology (CPT) codes and are provided for general informational purposes only. CPT coding is the sole responsibility of the billing
party. Questions regarding coding should be addressed to your local Medicare carrier. Viracor Eurofins assumes no responsibility for
billing errors due to reliance on the CPT codes illustrated in this material.


